
Turtle Lake Watershed Inc.  Board Minutes 
 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 10:00 A.M. Turtle Lake Mission 
 
Board Members present:  Don Taylor, Dave Blackwell, Clint Johnstone, Reg Halfpenny for Bob 
Leslie, Brian Clark, Lloyd Willy, Louis Bossaer, Gary Polinsky, Bernie Lukan, Court Peddle, Jim 
Range, Nancy Range 
 
Guests Present:  Rosanne Alain, Lynne Taylor, Colleen Reddekopp 
 
Call to Order:  10:00 am 
 
President Jim Range called the meeting to order and asked for introductions of all present. 
 
Presentation of Agenda 
Agenda Accepted:  Moved by Clint Johnstone, seconded by Don Taylor.  Carried 
 
Minutes of the last Meeting 
Nancy Range read the minutes from the August 26, 2017 meeting and made one correction; Lloy 
Willy is recorded as a guest when in reality is a board member.  Nancy Range moved the adoption 
of the corrected minutes.  Seconded by Clint Johnstone, Carried. 
 
Financial Report:   
 
Nancy Range presented the balance of the TLWI in the financial statement which reflected a total 
of $4,160.09.  It was noted that all fees for the Hamlets around the lake have been submitted as 
documented in the financial report presented. Nancy moved the adoption of the financial report.  
Seconded by Court.  Carried. 
 
Nancy Range explained that web hosting fees paid monthly to Oubavo will be reimbursed to her 
personal Visa via one cheque. The fee for maintaining the website  is $27.69 per month. 
 
Louis Bossaer moved that the TLWI authorize the reimbursement of Nancy Range for the monthly 
web hosting fees charged to her visa card. Seconded by Clint Johnstone. Carried.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
1) Louis Bossaer reported that the results of the “Love your Lake Shore Line Assessment”  will 

be sent out within the next few weeks by the RM.  
 



2) President Jim Range reported that Chad Doherty, biologist in charge of the 2017 Fish Survey, 
has been contacted to share the survey results at the upcoming July 24 AGM.  Jim also 
reported that John Salamon, Ben Wilson’s replacement on the Water Security Agency has 
been contacted regarding the July AGM as well.  As of yet, we have had no confirmation of 
his attendance. 

 
3) Moved by Clint Johnstone, seconded by Brian Clark that if the TLWI water testing equipment 

is to be used for testing the waters of other lakes by the NSRBC, a basic $250.00 fee be 
charged for the use of this equipment. Carried. 

 
4) The fall water testing was done and went well.  Jim Range will contact Thomas Abe to 

schedule the next test.  The TLWI thanked Doug and Lloy Willy for the use of their pontoon 
boat for the fall water test.  

 
New Business: 
 
1) Conservation Officer, Colleen Reddekopp from the Spiritwood Office of the Ministry of the 

Environment, was in attendance and reported on concerns identified by the Ministry and 
their plans to remediate.  
a) Aquatic Invasive Species remains a top priority of the department. Six summer students 

have been hired to use the mobile decontamination units.  A new Aquatic Invasive Species 
coordinator , Jeri Geiger, has been hired.  

b) The dumping of yard waste and garbage on Crown Land has been identified as a significant 
fire and pollution hazard. 

c) The effectiveness of Fishing Limit enforcement is being compromised by anglers who are 
“double dipping”, defined as anglers catching their limit, returning to shore to store their 
catch and then returning to the lake to resume fishing. The TLWI could assist the 
Department by reminding anglers that “YOUR DAILY LIMIT IS YOUR POSSESSION LIMIT” 

d) The Ministry presently provides Saskatchewan’s Hunting and Fishing Synopsis in a printed 
and a digital form. This policy is now under review and in the future the Ministry may only 
produce downloadable digital Synopsis.  Public input to the review would be welcomed 
via emails.  
 

CO Reddekopp asked for the TLWI’s assistance in increasing public awareness of the issues.  
 

  



 
 

2) The TLWI Board agreed, after discussion, to the validity of the Ministries concerns.  The TLWI 
agreed to assist the Ministry of Environment by promoting public awareness of the identified 
issues. 

.  
a) Aquatic Invasive Species Initiative by 

i) Using the TLWI’s Twitter, Facebook and Website and platforms to promote public 
awareness of the treat of Aquatic Invasive Species to Turtle Lake. 

ii) Using the TLWI AGM as an opportunity for public presentations on the Threat of 
Aquatic Invasive Species 

iii) Acquiring permission of the Turtle Grove Restaurant to use their yard on June 9 for 
the Ministries Mobile Display to bring Aquatic Invasive Species threat to the public 
attention. 

b) The Illegal Dumping of Yard Waste and other Garbage on Crown Lands by 
i) The TLWI agreed to post the signage provided by CO Reddekopp 
ii) The TLWI agreed to use its social media presence to increase Public Awareness of 

Illegality of dumping yard waste and garbage on Crown Lands. 
 

3) Locally identified threats to the health Turtle Lake were presented and discussed 
a)  Lynne Taylor, of South Bay, presented her concerns about the damage “Wake Boats” 

were doing to the aquatic environment on Turtle Lake.  Lynne Taylor’s presentation 
identified three disruptions that the use of “wake boats” cause to the aquatic 
environment of Turtle lake. Firstly, the physical and environmental damage “Wake Boat” 
generated waves did to shore line. Secondly, Lynne described the damage inflicted by 
“propeller wash” to the sediments and flora and fauna of a shallow lake.  Thirdly, Lynne 
described the impact that the use” Wake Boats” have on other users of the lake such as 
canoeists, kayakers paddle boarders etc. Finally, Lynne summarized the findings of her 
research into the environmental damage done by “Wake Boats”. Worldwide concerns 
about the environmental damage done by “Wake Boats” were widespread but available 
research documenting the damage was sparse.  and suggestions to eliminate or minimize 
that damage. 
i) Discussion followed. Lynne’s concerns regarding “Wake Boats” were supported by 

many people present.  The research is sparse. The Federal Department of Transport 
appears to have regulatory jurisdiction in the area. Education, rather than 
confrontation, is the only effective option available in the short term. All agreed more 
research is required.  Lynne agreed to continue her investigation. 

4) Clint Johnstone addressed concerns the TLWI had raised, last year, about the treat to the 
aquatic lake environment that Fish Derbies present. The main concern being the possibility 
of the introduction to Turtle Lake of Zebra Mussels by visiting angler’s boats and trailers. CO 
Reddekopp expressed additional concerns about the survival prospects that fish improperly 
caught and released at Fish Derbies. 
a) Discussion followed: Identified Fish Derby organizers acknowledge the possibility of 

introduction of invasive species. Fish Derby organizers and participants require more 



information and education about aquatic invasive species and the best practices for 
catching and releasing fish. Fishing Derbies provide a real opportunity for both the 
Ministry and the TLWI to coordinate the informing and educating the public of the threat 
of invasive species and the best practices for catch and release of fish.  No decisions made 
issue tabled until next board meeting. 
 

5) Nancy Range presented Vince Voth’s written report on present and recent past water levels 
at Turtle Lake.  The present water level is 31 cm lower than August 16, 2017 

 
i) August 16, 2017.      655.36 m 
ii) August 26, 2017.      655.31 m 
iii) Oct. 4, 2017.              655.15 m 
iv) May 1, 2018     655.05 m  

 
6) Jim Range made a report on the public meeting held in Turtleford on May 4, 2018 regarding 

the proposed development south of Kopp’s Cove.  The meeting attendance was high, 
approximately 200 people.  Those that chose to share their opinions were all opposed to the 
development.  The RM sited the 5-step process in approving such a development.  We await 
their decision. 

 
7) Jim Range reported on the excavation and infill that occurred late in the winter at All Seasons 

Resort.   Lakeside, wet land property immediately south of the present developed area was 
excavated and then in-filled with clay in-fill late this winter.  The spring melt resulted in the 
release of organic and inorganic material into the lake. The Water Security Agency is aware 
of the project and release of matter into the lake.  

 
8) Jim Range reported on the return of The Warner River, known locally as Stoney Creek and dry 

since 1957, is now flowing freely this spring. The return of the Warner River has resulted a 
reflooding of a large area to the east and south of the Turtle Lake Mission. In years past the 
locals referred to this water body as “the Bay”.  This large and growing body of water is only 
separated from Turtle Lake by the municipal roadway running east and west at the very south 
end of Turtle Lake. This municipal road is constructed on the  permeable fine sand base that 
underlies the southern area of the development at South Bay. Presently the water level of 
flooded area east of the Mission ( the Bay) is higher than that of Turtle Lake. Low lying cabins 
at South Bay that have never had flooding and high-water table problems are experiencing 
them this year even with relatively low water levels in Turtle Lake likely the  result of ground 
water movement from the bay toward Turtle Lake and Turtle River. 

 
9) Louis Bossaer reported that the Twitter account is up and running and has 100 followers.  

Louis requested those in attendance to send seasonal photos for posting on Twitter.  Louis 
also mentioned the frustration on finding professional articles on current topics such as 
Invasive Species, and Wake Board info.  Thank you to Clint Johnstone for volunteering to set 
up an Instagram account for TLWI. 

 



10) Jim Range reported that year reports of increased amounts of living material (described as 
green slime, green algae etc.) in the lake were raising questions amongst lake users about the 
quality of the water.  The water test results that are being reported are not providing 
assurances of high water quality.  

 
a) Discussion followed: It was agreed that the TLWI should inquire about the availability of 

an aquatic specialist to make a presentation at the July AGM. 
 

11)  Jim Range reported on TLWI signage and asked that the board members change the winter 
signage to summer signage in their areas.  Jim Range and Bernie Lukan agreed to repair the 
damaged TLWI sign on the Turtle Lake eastside grid road. 
 

12) Our next TLWI meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 23, 2018, 10:00 at the Mission. 
 
13) Adjournment:  moved by Court Peddle, seconded by Rosanne Alain.  Carried.  11:55 am  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


