
 

 

Turtle Lake Watershed Inc. Board Minutes 
 
 

Saturday, June 22, 2019 10:00 A.M., Turtle Lake Mission 
 

Board Members Present:  Steve Nasby, Court Peddle, Dave Blackwell, Victor Hamm, 
Bernie Lukan, Vince Voss, Gary Polinsky, Bob Leslie, George Rozdilsky, Jim Range, Nancy 
Range 
 
Guests Present:  Donna Olson, Daryl Arnott 
 
Call to Order: 
President Jim Range called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M., welcomed everyone then 
called for introductions.   Jim moved the adoption of the agenda as presented.   seconded 
by Vince Voss.  Carried.   
 
Minutes of May 11, 2019: 
Nancy Range read the minutes from the May 11, 2019 meeting and asked if there were 
any errors or omissions.  Nancy Range moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 
Bernie Lukan.  Carried. 
 
Financial Report:  
  
Nancy Range reported a bank balance of $4,055.60 for the organization and then moved 
the adoption of the financial report, seconded by Dave Blackwell. Carried. 
 
Old Business:   
 

1. Moved by Bernie Lukan, seconded by Louis Bossaer that TLWI proceed with the 
spring water testing program. Carried.  Jim Range agreed to contact the North 
Saskatchewan River Basin Council to set a date for the technician.   

 
2. Husky may not be able to present at the AGM.  Move by Louis Bossaer, seconded 

by Daryl Arnott that an attempt be made to have presentations at July AGM on 
the rules for development and altering lakeshore properties; draining issues, 
shoreline rules.  Alternate topic:    Benefits of wetlands; prof from U of S.  Contact 
will be made with the Water Security Agency and John Soloman in this regard.   

 
New Business: 
 

1. Vince Voss reported the water level as of June 18:  654.93 m. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
2. Jim Range reported on the AGM of the North Saskatchewan River Basin Council 

(NSRBC) noting  
a. The provincial grants to the NSRBC have been declining, consequently, to 

stay financially solvent the NSRBC council has been taking on “for profit” 
contracts.  

 
b. There is no formal protocol for the Saskatchewan Government to provide 

the NSRBC with relevant North Saskatchewan River data and information. 
Data such as water flow and quality entering and leaving Saskatchewan, 
water use and permitted allotments by municipalities, industries, 
agriculture or data regarding water quality etc.  Information regarding any 
proposed future industrial, municipal or agricultural development within 
the Saskatchewan section of the North Saskatchewan Drainage Basin.  
Should the NSRBC seek relevant information it must request it from the 
pertinent government agency with no guarantee of its provision. 
 

c. A presentation about Agricultural Water Management by Doug Johnson of 
the Saskatchewan Water Security Agency highlighted the extent of the 
drought on the Canadian prairies with particular focus on the 
Saskatchewan prairies.  Much of the land used for agricultural production 
is in a profound drought situation. Saskatchewan Water security is focusing 
firstly, on quantifying the available water for agriculture in Saskatchewan.   
Secondly, on publicly acknowledging the value of wetlands as a source of 
accessible water in times of drought. Thirdly, maintaining the present 
wetlands and possibly the restoration of wetlands that had been drained 
and destroyed in the past. 
 

d. A presentation on prairie water resources by Dr. Colin Whitfield, a 
hydrologist affiliated with the National Hydrology Research Centre, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada headquartered in Saskatoon. Dr. 
Whitfield is particularly interested in water security. Research on the 
impact of climate change on the prairies is in its infancy and Dr. Whinfield 
presented some of the research findings to date. 

i. Precipitation on the prairies is cyclical and highly variable 
alternating between highly variable periods of drought and periods 
of high precipitation. In the 1790s the North Saskatchewan 
essentially ceased to flow.  Climate change will likely amplify the 
pattern with greater extremes. Research is focusing on 
preparations necessary to alleviate the impact on the population 
living and employed in the cities and towns and employed in 
industries particularly energy and agriculture. 

ii. Average daily temperatures on the prairies have increased by 
approximately 2 degrees Celsius since 1970. The research indicates 



 

 

that this trend is likely to continue within the prairie provinces with 
the rate temperatures increase being greater in the northern 
regions of the prairie provinces. 

iii. Temperature increases result in an extended growing season, 
higher rates evaporation and increased rates of precipitation in the 
boreal forest region of the prairie provinces.  

iv. Wetlands, encompassing swamps, marshes, potholes, and sloughs 
play a very important role in buffering the effects of the cyclical 
wet- dry cycle on the prairie provinces.  Wetlands absorb and store 
water during the wetter periods and provides an available water 
source during periods of drought.  Drainage of wetlands 
accentuates the impact of both periods’ drought and periods of 
higher precipitation.  The preservation of existing wetlands and 
possibly the restoration of former wetlands are likely part of the 
preparation for amplified climatic patterns on the prairies. 
 

3. Discussion of the public access to the RM of Mervin’s Turtle Lake Lakeshore 
Management Study.  Jim Range agreed to inquire with the RM of Mervin as to 
whether relevant parts of the report can be photocopied for use at Hamlet Board 
meetings or for posting on the website. 

 
4. As of January 1, 2020, the Turtle Lake Hamlets of Turtle Lake Lodge, Indian Point 

and Golden Sands will be amalgamated to form the new Resort Village of Turtle 
View. 

 
5. Moved by Victor Hamm, seconded by Vince Voss that a fall water test be done in 

late September or early October.  Carried. 
 

6. Jim agreed to contact Katherine Finn of NSRBC to confirm the protocol for Mussel 
monitoring and reporting. 

 
7. Louis Bossaer made the group aware of the Aspen Leaf Beetle that are ravaging 

local Aspen trees.  Further to this, we are to come up with an address where live 
samples taken from lake water may be sent for analysis. 

 
 
Bernie Lukan moved adjournment at 11:20.   
 
 
 


