
Turtle Lake Watershed Partnership 
Minutes of the July 24, 2018 AGM 

 
Board Members in Attendance 
 
Lloy Willy, Brian Clark, Bernie Lukan, Vince Voss, Court Peddle, Bob Leslie, Dave Blackwell, 
George Rozdilsky, Victor Hamm, Jim Range, Nancy Range. 
 
Membership:  40 people registered for the AGM. 
 
Call to Order:  Jim Range introduced the meeting at 7:00 and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting.  Jim presented the agenda and asked for any changes.  Daryl Arnott moved the 
adoption of the agenda, seconded by Brian Clark. 
 
Nancy Range read the minutes of the July 27, 2017 meeting and moved the adoption of the 
minutes.  Seconded by Doug Willy. Carried. 
 
Nancy presented the financial statement. March 31, 2018 marked the end of the fiscal year.  
Nancy explained that membership fees for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 were all received during 
this time period.  The present bank balance is $3,947.38. Nancy moved the adoption of the 
financial statement; seconded by Kevin Heisler, carried. 
 
President’s Message 
 
Jim opened his remarks by quoting Joni Mitchell, “You never know what you’ve got til its gone!” 
theme for his presentation.  To begin, Jim referenced the totally unexpected disappearance of 
the website and the effort required to restore the site.  The second example was the 
disappearance of the water quality index.  The Government of Saskatchewan, until it 
discontinued testing lake water quality in 2010, utilized a Water Quality Indexing  (WQI) system 
that assigned a value between 1 and 100 to quantify the water quality of the lake.  This WQI 
allowed people to quickly compare the present water test to previous tests and to compare 
your lake quality to neighbouring lakes without being confused with the multitude of details 
that come along with water test results.  It allowed for clear, unambiguous communication of 
water quality.  The third situation was the reality Saskatchewan population faces with regard to 
the threat of the introduction of invasive species to our lakes and rivers.  At present our 
abundant and clean water supply that supports our economic underpinnings of our population, 
our recreation and our fishery that the people of Saskatchewan take so for granted could easily 
disappear and be impossible to restore.  The dissemination of accurate public information is 
critical in our attempt to keep these invasive species out.  
 
  



 
Old Business: 
 
The assessment required for the “Love Your Lake” program was completed.  The results will be 
sent out by the RM this fall.  Regarding the refunding of membership fees paid to TWLI, Jim 
mentioned that he and Bob Leslie had attended the Turtle Lake Lodge AGM and made a 
presentation explaining the role and activities of the TLWI.  The Turtle Lake Lodge residents 
present at the AGM voted overwhelmingly to renew their membership with TLWI.  The 
discussion regarding proposed development within the jurisdiction of the RM of Mervin on 
Turtle Lake had all been disallowed due to non-compliance or failure to meet the RM 
development proposal requirements.  The developers of the project are free to reapply to the 
RM in the future.  The RM is free to allow or disallow any development without explanation as 
to why.   
 
New Business:  The recent appearance of dead gulls at so many beaches has alarmed Turtle 
Lake residents.  Colleen Reddekopp, Conservation Officer in attendance, reported that 
approximately 60 carcasses were sent into a pathologist at the University of Saskatchewan for 
analysis. No virus or disease has been found at this point; the cause remains unknown. If a 
cause is established, the TLWI will be notified.   
 
The establishment of a Master’s Program in Water Security and Master of Sustainable 
Environmental Management has given rise to the offer of a partnership with TLWI and the 
University.  Students completing this one year degree require the completion of a research 
projects; possible options that were mentioned during the follow-up discussion were:  the 
impact of wake boats on shallow prairie lakes, the impact of water storage with the new SAGD 
plants and the impact of sea doos on the lake, a data base for the assessment of our water test 
results. 
 
Guest Speaker 
 
Chad Doherty, biologist with the Ministry of the Environment, reported on the findings of the 
2017 fish survey of the lake.  The report will be posted on the website once it has been 
received. The essence of the report was that fish stocks are reproducing normally; wall eye 
populations outperform that of pike though the wall eye numbers have dropped somewhat.  
Chad explained that the fish numbers are excellent, fishers are not having the fishing 
satisfaction of the past simply because there are more people fishing, therefore less fish for the 
average fisherman despite the fact that fish populations are good.  Chad also gave a detailed 
presentation on Aquatic Invasive Species, the impact of their presence, efforts made at present 
to prevent their spread and locations of affected areas.   
 
Education is the critical tool in preventing the spread of invasive species.  Education of the non 
fishing community, that is the pleasure boaters, is the greatest challenge presently.  Most 
fisherman are aware and conscientious about the clean, dry and drain your boat procedure as 
they wish to protect their investment. However the other recreational lake users such as the 



wake boaters, water skiers may not see themselves as potential carriers of the invasive species.  
Many wake board boats with inboard ballast tanks are problematic because they are virtually 
impossible to remove any invasive species residing in the ballast tanks.  
 
Bonnie Shier moved adjournment.  Time:  9:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
  


